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Japan has a way of thinking that is just . . . different. Nowhere is this more apparent than in

Tokyo-born journalist Lisa Katayama's collection of urawaza (a Japanese word for secret lifestyle

tricks and techniques). Want to turbocharge your sled? Spray the bottom with nonstick cooking

spray. Can't find someone to water your plants while you're away? Place the plant on a

water-soaked diaper, so it slowly absorbs water over time. The subject of popular TV shows and

numerous books in Japan, these unusually clever solutions to everyday problems have never

before been published in Englishuntil now! Urawaza collects more than 100 once-secret tricks,

offering step-by-step directionsand explanations in an eye-catching package as unconventional as

its contents.
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Everyone knows how to cure the hic-ups, or to get wine stains out of white clothing right? There are

all sorts of little household tricks and tips handed down via word of mouth, or from a helpful friend or

parent in a time of need. The Japanese term for these is "urawaza", a word with a sly feel to it

meaning a little secret that only you know about, something you discovered about a product that the

producers didn't intend for you to know. Its main use is with videogames, referring to cheat codes

left in by programmers who never intended them to become public knowledge.This book is full of

urawaza's, little "cheat codes" for common household objects like potatoes and old sales receipts,

things that would normally never be used for more than their intended purposes. For example,



magically clearing up a stuffy nose by shoving the white root section of a scallion in your nostrils, or

rubbing a little egg white on your glasses to prevent them from fogging. Each tip is accompanied by

a short explanation of why the process works, showing the molecules and process involved that

accompany the magic.The strange thing is, the tips actually work. I haven't tried all of them, but the

ones I have given a shot work just as advertised. You might feel a bit strange at first rubbing a cut

potato across your bathroom mirrors to make them fog-free, but you can't argue with the results.

Want to know how to keep your bathwater from going cold using only orange peels, or how to make

your dull hair glossy? "Urawaza" has what you need.The only disappointment with this book is the

lack of any real Japanese connection, aside from the title.
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